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Notes for the Parents

OUR FIRST COURT OF HONOR

Bruce Kile

Hello Scouters-

bruce.kile@sbcglobal.net

Troop 895 Committee Chairman
We are off to a great year for Troop 895 in our new
location and chartering organization. It has finally
cooled off so it is pleasant to go camping. We held our
fall parent meeting on September 12. For those who
did not attend, we:
 reviewed our calendar for the year,
 discussed how to help your son advance,
 discussed our various communication methods
(website www.t895.org, email and facebook),
 discussed the camper credits program where
boys can earn money to pay their scout expenses, and
 answered many questions about the operations of the troop.

We had our first Court of Honor at the end of September.
Many of our new crop of scouts made inroads on the Trail
to First Class. Merit badges from summer camp were
presents and BOY! were there a lot of them. Our next
Troop Court of Honor will be sometime at the first of the
year, then we will have a final one in May to celebrate the
end of yet another Boy Scout/school year.
We also have a special celebration coming up – an Eagle
Court of Honor dedicated to Taylor Swallow. For his Eagle
project, Taylor rebuilt four swings for Camp Azle, a camp
devoted to those with disabilities. To raise money for his
project, he recycled aluminum cans. Taylor is a senior at
Naaman Forest High School in Garland.

Eagle Court of Honor
for

A couple of items I would like to focus on –

TAYLOR RAY SWALLOW

WE NEED VOLUNTEERS: Troop 895 has a great history of adult volunteers. However, we constantly need
to replenish and re-energize our adults. It is important
for each parent to be involved in the troop as much as
possible. This may mean you want to go camping with
us periodically. It a great time for the adults as well as
the boys and you will enjoy it. However, not everyone
is gung ho on the great outdoors. We have many opContinued on page 2

Saturday, October 8th
3PM
at the Episcopal Church
of the Epiphany.
Reception following
hosted by proud parents
Ryan and Katrina Swallow
Taylor Swallow, Eagle Scout
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HELPFUL HINT - If you were unable to attend the Court of
Honor and are due merit badges, please see Mrs. Brenda
Waters and the plastic box that is normally on the table in
the back. In there should be an envelope with each scout’s
name on it. If there is something that you have been
awarded that you are due, it will be saved for you in there.
For more information about the happenings of Boy Scouts, go to the
District web site at www.northtrail.org.
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portunities to be involved on the troop committee in various
roles required to keep the troop functioning well that do not
involve camping. Please email me to learn more about a
role in the troop that may fit your skills and interest.
WE NEED MERIT BADGE COUNSELORS: One way that
you could share your interest, experience, and skills with the
boys is to become a merit badge counselor. We have a
need to replenish our list of merit badge counselors. This is
pretty easy for you to do to counsel boys on merit badges.
For a list of the merit badges and their requirements, go to
http://meritbadge.org/wiki/index.php/Merit_Badge_Workshe
ets. Please consider signing up for a few of the merit
badges. We will hold training soon for the new merit badge
counselors. If you are interested, please email Mitch
McMullin themcmullinfamily@gmail.com for more information or to sign up.
ADULT TRAINING: So you need training to feel comfortable volunteering. Fortunately, BSA offers tremendous
training just for you. First, there are many online and classroom courses available. Go to www.northtrail.org and select the training link. The online training courses are taken
at www.myscouting.org. There is also upcoming Adult
Leader training for those who will be actively working and
camping with the scouts. The next course is Oct 19, 26,
and Nov 2 -- Select the link under www.northtrail.org Training for the Boy Scout Leader specific training. This
training covers and lot but is really fun to be involved in.
CAMPER CREDITS: We are in the middle of popcorn
sales. Also, we serve year round with our flag program.
Remember to be aware that the profits from both the popcorn sales and the flag program are kept by each scout
name based on their sales of popcorn and participation in
the flag program. This allows the boys to earn money for
winter or summer camp and for personal equipment purchases.
KABOOM CAMPOUT RECRUITING: This campout in November at Murphy's ranch is one of the highlights of the
year. Bonfire, Monkey Bridge of Death, shotguns, rifles,
pellet guns, archery and rockets - Wow. This is also a campout where we invite Webelos and parents to be our guests
to see what Troop 895 is all about. So, if you recently
crossed over from Webelos reach out and invite the Webelos from your pack to come for the day or weekend. They
will have a fabulous time. If you have a Webelos 1 or 2 den
interested in attending, please email Jay Maxwell - Jaymaxwell@tx.rr.com who is coordinating our recruiting. Also,
if you have never been to Kaboom, come on out and see
what fun it is the weekend of November 18-20 at Murphy’s
Ranch.
Finally, make sure you mark your calendars for the 20112012 camping schedule:





Oct 29-30 - Backpacking / Climbing - Dinosaur Valley State Park
Nov 18-20 - Kaboom at Murphy's Ranch
Dec 26-30 - Winter Camp at Camp Trevor-Rees Jones
Jan 20-22 - Fort Hood
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Feb 10-12 - Capture the Flag / Survival
Mar 23-25 - Camporee at Camp Trevor-Rees Jones
Apr 20-22 - Family Campout/Biking at Tyler State Park
May 18-20 – Canoeing (TBD)
June 10-16 - Summer Camp at Buffalo Trail Scout Ranch
in Big Bend
July 5-17 – Philmont in New Mexico

FOR THE ENTIRE CALENDAR, SEE THE WEBSITE -

http://www.t895.org
IMPORTANT EMAILS sent this month –
1) Information about the Philmont Camp-

ing Trip this summer and Service
Projects for October (9/19)
2) Troop Organization – who is in charge

of what for both the boys and the
adults (9/19)
3) Any and all pictures go to our troop

Historian, James Maxwell at:
Jaymaxwell@tx.rr.com (9/22)
–really cool ones for the newsletter go to KKennedy007@tx.rr.com

4) Merit Badge Counselors Needed! 9/29

Contact Mitch McMullin for more info

POPCORN SALES ARE UNDERWAY!
Don’t forget this great way to earn money for your summer camp and help support the troop overall. You can also get
gift cards for reaching certain levels of
sales. Important dates are
Monday, 10/24 - Popcorn orders due
Saturday, 11/12 - Popcorn pick-up

Link to print popcorn order form

Hello, Scouts and Scout Parents!
This quick note is just a reminder about
our Troop's important fall fundraiser Poptober!

Got something to share? Send a write-up to
KKennedy007@tx.rr.com. By the way, for the
SEPT newsletter, I asked “who was the cupcake eating scout?” It was Max Kobs.
Question for this month – who is the scout
hoisted in the tree?

TO

Continued from page 2

HELP WITH PLANNING

Below are the upcoming Troop Campouts so that you can
make your plans in advance. The campouts for 2012 are set
and will be in future newsletters.

UPCOMING CAMPOUTS
OCTOBER
PLACE – DINOSAUR VALLEY STATE PARK
TIME – 28TH-30TH
BACKPACKING/CLIMBING CAMPOUT.
NOVEMBER
PLACE – MURPHY RANCH
TH

TIME 18 – 20TH
KABOOM CAMPOUT
DECEMBER
PLACE – CLEMENTS SCOUT RANCH (NEAR ATHENS)
TH

TIME 27 - 31ST

You did let him down, right?

W INTER CAMP – COST APPROX. $250

SEPTEMBER CAMPOUT – OUT AT THE LAKE.

OTHER EVENTS

OUR FIRST CAMPOUT HAD US OUT AT CYPRESS SPRINGS,
ABOUT TWO HOURS EAST OF HOME. A BIT OF SCRAMBLING

OAK LEAF TRAINING

HAD TO BE DONE AS WE DISCOVERED THAT THERE WAS A
BURN BAN.

NORMALLY THIS IS NOT AN ISSUE AS WE HAVE GAS
COOK TOPS AND CAN ALWAYS MAKE A GRILL. HOWEVER, THIS
TIME, DUE TO THE TEXAS EXTREME DROUGHT, EVEN THESE
WAYS OF COOKING WERE PROHIBITED. SO, WITH SOME BOY
SCOUT INGENUITY AND THE HELP OF A PORTABLE GENERATOR, THE BOYS DIDN’T GO HUNGRY. HOWEVER, THE THREE
COURSE GOURMET MEAL THE OGP HAD PLANNED WAS DELAYED UNTIL NEXT TIME. (THIS IS A JOKE – THOUGH IT DOES AP-

OCTOBER 14-16 – CAMP CHEROKEE
THE FIRST STEP IN LEADERSHIP TRAINING FOR SCOUTS
(FOR FIRST CLASS SCOUTS AND ABOVE)
WEBOLO WOODS
OCTOBER 22-23 – CAMP CHEROKEE
WE TEACH THE CAMPFIRE

PEAR THAT THE OGP HAS PERFECTED THE ART OF COOKING AT CAM-

END OF POPCORN SALES
OCTOBER 24

TH -

POUTS.)

DROP ME A QUICK LINE ABOUT SOMETHING FUN THAT HAP-

PENED AT THE CAMPOUT OR I MIGHT JUST MAKE IT UP!

EARN CAMPER CREDITS

Thanks to the Baileys to letting us camp at their place!

MURPHY RANCH CLEAN UP
NOVEMBER 5

TH

- EARN SERVICE HOURS

FLAGS FOR VETERANS’ DAY
TBD

The United States Center of Disease Control has issued this special bulletin with respect to
Emergency Preparedness and Response.
a Boy Scout must!
http://emergency.cdc.gov/socialmedia/zombies_blog.asp
+++++++++++++ (Happy Halloween) ++++++++++++++++
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TROOP 895 SERVICE in ACTION
THE COMMUNITY GARDEN PROJECT
Saturday, Sept 24th the
troop helped expand the
the community garden
of the Epiphany Church.
A double good deed
was done for the day.
Not only did Troop 895
help create the new
beds for the church,
scouts assisted Betsy
Flickinger (sister of First
Class Scout Cooper)
with her GOLD project.
Betsy was making an
oasis by the church
garden as her final
project for Girl Scouts
and our scouts helped.
WAY TO GO BOYS!!!
For more pictures of the
day, go to:

http://forestaten.smugmug.com/Richardson-Community/Epiphany-Community-Garden-Part/19182078_GqD34p

Pictures, clockwise





Working on the GOLD project
Digging in the dirt
The new finished beds
Lunch was great after a hard
morning’s work
Green Acres?
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