February 2016
By Dan Krawczyk
dckrzk@gmail.com

UPCOMING EVENTS:
FEB 11: 6pm Flags
put out
Feb 13: Collect Cans
at Mi Cocina 12-3pm

THE NEWSLETTER IS BACK…
The Troop newsletter is back in action after a hiatus. We look
forward to new scouts jointing the troop very soon. Cub Troops
727 and 893 are holding crossover ceremonies this month.
Dan Krawczyk, father of Joshua Krawczyk will be the newsletter
writer. I will strive to get this out at the start of each month and
will emphasize the upcoming events for the month, including the
key dates to be aware of. I attend all of the campouts and trips that
I can, so I will also report on what has been going on in the recent
past with the troop as well. Please direct all comments and
suggestions to me at dckrzk@gmail.com.
Other events of interest include flags for President’s Day this
month. Flags go out at 6pm on Feb 11 and are collected at 6pm on
Feb 16.
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Advancement news PAGE 2
Volunteer Opportunities PAGE 3
Climbing Campout PAGE 4
Notes PAGE 5

Feb 14: Crossover
727 at Breckenridge
Park fire ring
Feb 15: No meeting
Feb 16: Flag
collection 6pm
Feb 22: 7pm Court
of Honor at
Episcopal Church
Epiphany
Feb 27: 893
Crossover at
Arapaho UMC
Feb 29: Troop
Meeting and money
Monday
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Advancement News
Emily Broad has printed out sheets on what is needed for the scouts to advance to their next rank.
Please see Emily if you would like to view your boy’s report. Note that on Dec 31 there was a
rules change – effective January 2017, unless you are on Trail to First Class, under which
conditions you can still complete the old requirements as long as you advance by Dec 2016. Those
working on Star must finish in this year as well, or move to new requirements. New scouts will
follow the new rules if they are jointing the Troop this month or in the future.
Rules change highlights:
•
•
•
•
•

Service hours increase
camping hours increase for lower ranks
Supplemental requirements for old books are available
New book needed for the new scouts joining
People will be responsible for own supplements – print online (add links for newsletter)

As a reminder Scouts need to do 3 service projects per calendar year. These may include Scouting
for food, Austin St. shelter, Garden cleanup, certain camp trips have this also.
Scouting for food Feb 13 (sat) Noon – 3p at the Tom Thumb (Campbell/Coit). This will count
for service hours (Cheryl Hauber will ask for sign ups by email). We will need 2 adults to help
supervise this activity.
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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Eagle advisors are needed. If you are interested in this
valuable mentoring role and in making a difference in a
young man’s life, this could be an excellent opportunity to
pursue. In order to qualify you should have been in troop
for 2 years. You should also know the policies and
procedures pertaining to the movement from Life Scout to
Eagle. There is a district training that outlines the process
for those interested. There are steps to go through to
complete paperwork. Knowing what is a viable Eagle
project pitched at the correct level of difficulty is key. A
rewarding job no doubt.
The time commitment will
depend on number of
advisors and number of boys
trying to finish Eagle. As
with all aspects of Scouting
“many hands make light
work”.

On Jan 30 Troop 895 took to the silos in Carollton to learn all about
rock climbing and attempt to scale the vertical walls. Scouts learned to
rapell, which is the process by which a climber descends on a fixed rope
using a friction device. The boys rapelled from 30 feet off of the roof of
the complex and also had to climb back up.
The boys also learned proper safety, how to wear a climbing belt, knots,
and the appropriate methods for calling out to a partner on the climb.
They also learned to belay, which is spotting a partner in a climb. We
used a mechanical belay device to create friction when belaying by
pressing in the rope into an device to safely allow the climber to descend.

Other NOTEs
• No meeting on Feb 15 due to
Presidents day
• Court of honor is February 22
• No camping in February
• February 29 – Final Money
Monday for the Lexington – 8
adults, 27 boys going. Check in
between 1 and 4pm on
Saturday.
• Two camping trips are
upcoming in March
• Summer camp will take place at
Camp Pioneer in Arkansas
during the second week of June

HAPPY TRAILS …

